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Focus on the mere mortal developer



You might be a mere mortal developer if…

• You code but you aren’t an LLM expert (like me) 

• You want to sprinkle some AI magic into your app (like me) 

• You want to learn by doing (like me)



Email triager

Email autoresponder

Email autoresponder

Calendar chat



Email Summarizer



Under the hood
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Fetching emails with Nylas
emailService.js



Prepping data for the LLM
emailService.js



Under the hood



Making a generic class calling LLMs
llmService.js



Show us your prompt already
llmService.js



Under the hood



Let’s make some LLM API calls



You knew it was coming
openAIService.js
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Demo



Code compare

OpenAI Hugging Face Ollama
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OpenAI Hugging Face Ollama

Wait, what are those services?

platform.openai.com 

GPT 4, Whisper, etc 

Cloud APIs

huggingface.co 

Community-centric AI hub 

Cloud APIs and local APIs

ollama.com 

CLI with REST API 

Local APIs



Under the hood



LLM checklist
For mere mortal developers

✅ Define your task 

✅ Choose your service 

✅ Choose your model 

✅ Prep your data 

✅ Devise your prompt 

✅ Handle the output



LLM checklist
For mere mortal developers

✅ Define your task 

✅ Choose your service 

✅ Choose your model 

✅ Prep your data 

✅ Devise your prompt 

✅ Handle the output

❓Tune the LLM to user data 

❓Store (evolving) user prefs 

❓Managing cost



—The repo: github.com/nylas-samples/austin-api-summit-2024

“It’s all in the repo!”

https://github.com/nylas-samples/austin-api-summit-2024


—You

“OK, but what is this like in prod?”







AI for the mere mortal web developer

Ash Ryan Arnwine | Director of Developer Relations, Nylas
linkedin.com/in/ashryan | sayhi@ashryan.io


